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1. Welcome & Greeting
2. Recognition of Special Guests
3. Imam’s Prayer Recitation
4. Explanation of Ramadan
6. Discussion of Mosque’s Community Service Activities
8. Explanation of Basic Islamic Beliefs
9. Conclusion

1. Welcome & Greeting
Good evening! My name is INSERT YOUR NAME. I am a member of INSERT YOUR MOSQUE’S NAME. On behalf of our community, I thank you for attending our annual Ramadan Interfaith Dinner. I welcome you to our house of worship. We are happy to have you with us. 
As you may know, the Muslim community greets each other with an ancient saying. It’s the same saying that our Jewish neighbors can find in the Torah…that our Christian neighbors can find in the Gospels…and that we Muslims find in the Qur’an, the Islamic holy book. In Hebrew, shalom aleichem. In Arabic, asalaamu alaykum. In English: May peace be upon you.
2. Recognition of Guests
	Before we dive into our program, I want to take a moment to recognize some of the special guests and different faith groups represented here tonight. We are happy to welcome RECOGNIZE ELECTED OFFICIALS, LOCAL PASTORS, RABBIS, ETC. 
Thank you, and thanks to everyone, for joining us for an evening of dinner and dialogue. 
3. Imam’s Prayer Recitation
	Next, I would like to invite Imam INSERT NAME up to recite the opening prayer found in the Qur’an. As you may know, an imam is the Muslim equivalent of a pastor, a rabbi or a priest. This is the prayer that Muslims recite in our five daily prayers. It is similar in importance to the Lord’s Prayer in Christianity. He will recite the prayer in Arabic and then the translation in English. Imam, come on up.
In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful
All praise and thanks belong to God, the Lord of the Worlds,
The Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful
Master of the Day of Judgment
You alone we worship, and You alone we ask for help
Guide us to the straight path
The path of those on whom you have bestowed your favor, not of those you are displeased with, nor of those who go astray.
4. Ramadan
	Thank you, Imam, for that beautiful recitation of the Qu’ran. Jazakallah khair. May God bless you. Moving on with the program: as most of you know, Muslims here at our center, and the 1.5+ billion Muslims around the world, are currently observing the holy month of Ramadan. Ramadan is one of twelve months in the Islamic calendar. Muslims believe it is the month in which God revealed the first verses of His Last Testament, the Quran, to mankind. 
	In The Quran, God commanded us to fast in remembrance of this month, saying, “Fasting is prescribed for you, as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may become mindful of God.” 
And so Muslims fast during this month from dawn to sunset. We abstain from food and drink—yes even water. We also make an extra effort to do good deeds, and to avoid bad deeds. Most of us wake up before dawn to eat a small meal known as shoot to gird ourselves through the day. We then travel to our local mosque or gather with our families, and pray the first of the five daily Muslim prayers—standing, bowing, prostrating to God. 
We then go about our days as usual, but without eating or drinking, and again, making an extra effort to remember God in word and deed. At night, when the sun sets, we gather again, breaking our fast with water and dates before praying the fourth of the five daily Muslim prayers—standing, bowing, prostrating. Then we sit down for dinner. Afterward, we perform additional acts of worship known as taraweh prayers, praying late into the night, usually past midnight. Then we go to bed, wake up the next morning, and do it all over again the next day. And that, in a nutshell, is the month of Ramadan for us.



5. Benefits of Ramadan
	For those of you who fast in your faith tradition, you know about the many benefits of the practice. For Muslims, there are three key benefits we hope to get out of this month.
	For one thing, we hope to develop greater empathy. Empathy for those people who go hungry around the world every day through no choice of their own. If we, after fasting for a month, see a homeless man asking for a money, a starving child on television or even a dog or a cat begging for food, we may want to help them even more. We can literally feel a bit of their pain. And that ability to empathize with the pain of others—to know how it feels to even briefly go hungry—can hopefully lead us to become more charitable to those in need, and more grateful for the gifts that God has given us. So that’s an important benefit of Ramadan: developing empathy so that we can become more charitable and grateful.
Another benefit we can receive from Ramadan: increased discipline, self-control, and obedience to God. When we can stop eating and drinking every day for a month, we develop a strength and discipline that we can use throughout the year to obey God in other matters. For example, Muslims are supposed to pray formally five times a day, to give regular charity, be kind to people, and abstain from eating alcohol and eating pork. It becomes much easier to obey God in those matters when you’ve already developed the discipline and self-control to obey God in something so fundamental as not eating. So that’s an important benefit we hope to get out of Ramadan: developing self-control and discipline so that we can become more obedient to God.
	Finally, the most important benefit we hope to receive during Ramadan is God’s favor and forgiveness. Muslims believe that through the trial and struggle of fasting, we can receive God’s good pleasure and His forgiveness for mistakes that we may have made in prior months. 
	So those are some of the many benefits we hope to reap from Ramadan: learning discipline, self-control and obedience to God; developing empathy for those in need; and receiving God’s favor and forgiveness. Suffice it to say, Ramadan is a very special month for us and we’re honored and delighted that you’re breaking the fast with us tonight.
6. Mosque Activities
	Our mosque engages in many activities outside the month of Ramadan. NOTE ANY COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES. Food pantry? Medical clinic? Youth activities? Etc
7. Importance of Dialogue
But I dare say that dialogue with our neighbors is one of the most important things that we do. These days, it’s one of the most important things that any religious group can do outside of its own walls. This is a time in which, overseas, we often see open, violent conflict between people of different faiths.
Here in America, churches, mosques, synagogues and temples exist side by side, often on the same city block, usually without conflict. And that’s a good thing. But despite the fact that we live close to each other, we don’t necessarily know a lot about each other. In fact, there’s a lot of misinformation out there—not only about Muslims, but people of various religions.
The danger of that is this: even though we may co-exist peacefully, when we live in the darkness of misinformation and misunderstanding, we can start to develop fear and prejudice towards our neighbors. On the other hand, in the light of information and understanding, tolerance, friendship and even cooperation can flourish.
That’s why dialogue is so valuable. It gives Muslims and Jews and Christians and Buddhists and Hindus and secularists and others a chance to learn about each other, and from each other. Because if we leave here with a  better understanding of each other, hopefully we can find, if not some common beliefs, some common values and goals on which we can work together to build a better society. 
8. Basics on Islam
	To that end, I want to conclude my remarks by sharing with you some basic information about Islamic beliefs that you may or may not be familiar with. 
The most important Islamic belief is summed up in the Arabic phrase la illa hi il-Allah—commonly translated as ‘there is no god but God’ or ‘there is none worthy of worship except for God.’ This concept will sound familiar to those of you who study the Bible. It is the same belief found in the First of the Ten Commandments: “I am the Lord Your God. You shall have no other gods before Me.” As well as in the Jewish Shema: “Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.” The Arabic name for God is Allah. Al being the. Lah being god. Allah being The God. In Christianity, God is, of course, often referred to as the Heavenly Father. In Judaism, Hashem or Elohim. By whichever of these beautiful names you call Him, Muslims believe that He is God.
	Muslims further believe that God has communicated with mankind over the centuries through human prophets and messengers, may peace and blessings be upon them. By the way, that’s something we say whenever we mention a prophet of God—may peace be upon him. You are probably familiar with most of the prophets Muslims believe in. 
-Adam, the first man created by God. 
-Noah, who built an ark in preparation for a great flood. 
-Abraham, who was tested by God with the near-sacrifice of his son. 
-His sons, Ishmael and Isaac, whose descendants would be the people we know as the Arabs and Israelites
-Moses, who was sent to Pharoah with a message: let my people go. 
-David and Solomon, who ruled over the Kingdom of Israel with justice and wisdom.
-And yes, Jesus Christ, the son of Mary. Muslims believe that Jesus was a human messenger of God, that he was created miraculously by God without a father, born to Mary, and that he was sent as a messenger to the Children of Israel and as a sign for mankind. Muslims also believe that he performed miracles with God’s permission, and that he will eventually return to Earth to unite the world in the worship of God.
	So those are some of the prophets and messengers Muslims believe in. We make no difference between them. May peace and blessings be upon all of them.
	Muslims believe that the last prophet of God was the Prophet Muhammad, may peace and blessings be upon him, a descendant of Ishmael who lived in 7th century Arabia, during a time when most of the Middle East was polytheistic. 
Arabs had strayed from the ways of their forefathers Abraham and Ishmael, instead worshipping stone idols.
For the first forty years of his life, the Prophet was known as a trustworthy merchant, family man and monotheist who shunned idol worship. When he was 40, he reported receiving a revelation from the angel Gabriel, peace be upon him—a revelation we know as the first part of the Quran. The messages he received commanded him to tell his people that their idol worship was wrong, that there was in fact only one God, and that the proper way of life ordained for mankind was submission to God. Translated into Arabic: Islam. 
The Prophet’s contemporaries did not react kindly to his monotheistic message. Early Muslims were harassed, ostracized, tortured and slaughtered for their faith in the God of Abraham. But after twenty years of preaching and struggle, most of the Arabian peninsula embraced Islam. By the time the Prophet peace be upon him died of natural causes in 632, he was the leader of a community of people praying five times a day to God, giving regular charity, and fasting during the month of Ramadan, as Muslims are still doing to this day, 1400 years later.



9. Beliefs Similar and Different
	So those are some of the basic Islamic beliefs you may or may not be familiar with. Some of those beliefs may sound similar to beliefs that you hold in your faith. Others may sound completely contradictory to beliefs that you hold.
That’s to be expected. What’s we hope tonight is that we all develop a basic understanding of our neighbors’ beliefs and that we find some common VALUES on which we can build relationships. I hope that we all get a chance tonight to learn both about each other, and from each other. I hope that you will leave with not only a better understanding of your Muslim neighbors, but of your fellow guests of different faiths. If we do leave here with a better understanding of each other, and if we find some common values, perhaps we can then work together to build a better country in a very difficult time.
10. Conclusion
	With that, I thank you for your attention and thank you again for joining us this evening. Please enjoy the food and the fellowship. And please join me in giving a hand to everyone who helped prepare the meal tonight. And I close as I started, with that ancient saying of the faithful that our community exchanges with each other. In Hebrew, Shalom aleichem. In Arabic, Asalaam alaykum. In Engish, May peace be upon you.
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